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NEWS RELEASE

May 13, 1992
UM RECEIVES BRONZE REPLICA OF HORNADAY BUFFALO
University of Montana President George Dennison accepted on Thursday, May 14, a special
edition bronze replica of six Montana bison collected in 1886 in the Sand Creek area by renowned
taxidermist William T. Homaday, head zoologist for the Smithsonian Institution.
The bison, which Homaday later mounted, were exhibited from 1887 to 1955 at the entry to
the Smithsonian Institution.
The bronze is a gift of thanks to UM, which has owned the mounts since 1957 and has
loaned them long term to the Fort Benton Community Improvement Association for use as the
centerpiece at the proposed Bureau of Land Management Visitors’ Center for the Upper Missouri.
Artist for the 18-inch by 10-inch by 9-inch work was Browning, Mont., sculptor Bob
Scriver, considered one of the best sculptors of Western art in the world. A limited edition ol 50
bronzes were commissioned by the association to fund restoration ot the mounts, a costly yearlong
project that began this month at Atcheson Taxidermy in Butte. All 50 bronzes, at a price ot
$3,500, were sold by Christmas 1991.
The six bison represented in the bronze became known as the Homaday Buttalo. However,
Homaday collected and mounted eight Sand Creek bison in 1886. Atter the Smithsonian
dismantled the exhibit in 1955 and after two years of negotiations with UM President Carl
McFarland, all eight mounts were returned to Montana and put into storage at UM.
They were later separated and loaned to various agencies and institutions, including Montana
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State University and the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department. A calf remains in storage
at Fort Missoula, and a mature hull is on display at the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation in
Missoula.
The project to restore the original exhibit began in 1989, the result of free-lance writer Doug
Coffman's interest in the mounts and his work to mobilize a preservation effort.
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Contact: UM science illustrator Bob Petty, 243-2486; Homaday Committee members John and
Sue Lepley, 622-3278.
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